DOCUMENT RESUME 



ED 046 260 FL 001 422 



AUTHOR 
^ITLE 
PUB DATE 
NOTE 

JOURNAL Cl? 


Wheeler, Marcus 

A Note on ,,p re d ica t i ve Words" in Russian. 

61 

Up. 

Annali: (Institute Ur i vers it ar io Oriental*?) C, e?icne 

Slava, v 4 r.1, Naples 19*1 


EDR S D R IC E 
DESCRIPTORS 


FD?S Price M^-SO.e* KC-S3.2 0 
Adverbs , Comporential Analysis, Distinctive 
Features, ♦Form classes (Languages), *qrammar, 
♦Languaqe Classification, Linquistic Patterns, 
linguistics, Morpholoqy (Languages), ♦Russian, 
Sentences, ♦Sentence Structure, Slavic I.anauages, 
Structural Analysis, Syntax 


ABSTRACT 


The problem of determining the grammatical status of 



predicate words in Russian is examined in this article. T he contras* 
between the morphological heterogeneity and the seominqly uniform 
function of predicative forms has led to the postulation of a new 
part of speech described as the "category of state' 1 , "ovever, the 
status of predicate words as a whole suggests to the author that 
their function is more akin to that of identifiable, existino parts 
of speech and that the introduction o< a special "ca*eaory o* s*atc" 
may be superfluous. (PI) 
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The phenomenon of the impersonal predicate is not confined 
to the Russian language, but it occupies a unique place in Rus- 
sian syntax thanks to the defective character of the present 
tense of by?*. The problem of determining the grammatical stat- 
tus of the « predicative words » which feature in this non-verbal 
construction has exercised grammarians for many years. To 
some 1 it has seemed that the function of these word? is basically 
verbal. Assimilation to verbs, however, has been found unac- 
ceptable by others, principally on the ground that, with the 
exception of vichzt* and slye/iat’ in their predicative use, the 
<predicatives>, by historical and morphological criteria, are ei- 
ther nouns (as grech, iaV , len\ ochota , pora), expressions of 
adverbial type (as vprave , v sostojanti, v silach, bez pamjati, 
ne pro£') or - the vast majority . words terminating in -o 
identifiable either with adverbs or with the short form of the 
nominative singular neuter of adjectives. The contrast between 
the morphological heterogeneity and the seemingly uniform syn- 
tactical function of these forms finally led L. V. §£erba * to 
postulate a new part of speech, known henceforward as « category 
of state i (Jcategorija sostojanija). This name is based on the fact 
that the largest group of predicatives expresses either physical 
or psychological states of human or other animate beings (mne, 
etc., c Kolodno; veselo, skutno) or states of nature and the sur- 
rounding environment or relations of space and time (edol 1 reJci 
tumanno; na ulice ticho; do goroda nedaleko; ufe pozdno). It 
also serves to emphasize the observation that impersonal predi- 
cative sentences are especially closely connected with the verb 
byt’ expressing state (or with stat\ sdtlal’tja expressing change 



1 for example, A Ch. Vostokov and A A. Aachmatov. 

* In O tosijcch reft v rusikom jaryke in * Russkaja re£' * II (1928). 
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